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A note from 
your MP

02

October has been an exciting 
month for us here in Little 
India, as the government 

recently decided to fast-track 
citizenship applications for many 
of our residents. Under the new 
scheme, dubbed ‘Singaporeans 
Overnight’, anyone can apply for 
Permanent Residency after two 
years of working in Singapore, and 
then be upgraded to a full citizen 
a year later. 

This news has been warmly 
welcomed by our constituents. I 
remember a time, in the 1980’s, 
when the current residents of 
Little India used to be called 
‘Foreign Workers’. Thanks to 
the tireless lobbying of our early 
community activists, the term was 
changed to ‘Migrant Workers’. 
Later, during the first decade of 
the millennium, we were known 
as ‘Guest Workers’. This must be 
acknowledged as a momentous 
sea-change in societal attitudes 
towards our community. A 
welcome mat had been laid out 
for us. It was not long after that 
when we started to properly call 
Singapore our home. 

HOLD HANDS FOR  
RACIAL HARMONY
Little India today is a vibrant 
community consisting of 
many races: The Indians, the 
Bangladeshis, the Africans and 
the PRC Chinese. During one of 
my  walkabouts, I was impressed 
by the wealth and diversity of 
cultures on display. Our streets 
are always lively, even when most 
of Singapore is already asleep. 
Considering the government’s 
proposal to make Singapore a 24-
hour city like New York, surely we 

are leading the way!
But our racial harmony must 

not be taken for granted. We in 
little India are fortunate to have 
two temples, two churches and 
one mosque co-existing in one 
constituency. This is clearly a sign 
of good relations between the 
Hindus, Christians and Muslims 
amongst us. But all it takes is a 
minor incident to disrupt this 
delicate multicoloured social 
fabric. 

Thus, our constituency will 
organise the inaugural ‘Inter-
racial Hand-holding Day’ in mid-
December. On that day, a human 
chain will be formed around Little 
India, consisting of our residents 
holding hands with one another. 
No person will be allowed to hold 
hands with someone of a similar 
race. We have submitted our 
proposal to the Singapore Book 
of Records. Details of this exciting 
multiracial activity will be posted 
on shophouse pillars around the 
neighbourhood.

THE CHALLENGES AHEAD 
I would like to take this 
opportunity to address some 
problems that have been reflected 
to me by our grassroots leaders. 
The first concerns the fact that 
we narrowly lost ‘The Cleanest 
Housing Estate Award’ to Jurong 
Town Council last month. This is 
because when inspectors arrived 
at the Kerbau Road area, they 
discovered betel stains on the 
ground and walls. Our cleaners 
have complained that these stains 
are very difficult to remove. Thus 
the Council is considering banning 
the sales of betel quids in Little 
India. After all, Singapore itself 

banned the sale of chewing gum 
in 1992, over concerns regarding 
public cleanliness. 

Second is what has been termed 
the ‘Woman Problem’. Little India 
has one of the lowest fertility 
rates among all the constituencies, 
and this is due largely to our 
lopsided gender demographics. 
We have the largest percentage of 
unmarried males in Singapore. A 
task force has been established to 
look into the issue. One possibility 
is holding more ‘Friendship Days’ 
in Little India, where we invite 
many of our new fellow female 
citizens, ranging from former 
Filipinos, Indonesians and Sri 
Lankans, to interact with our 
residents. The recent ‘Friendship 
Day Picnic’, held at the grass patch 
along Race Course Road, was a 
resounding success. We are looking 
at refining future social interaction 
events with the consultation of 
astrologers in our community. 

HAPPY DEEPAVALI 
Deepavali, or Diwali, is just around 
the corner, and in Little India it 
is both a national as well as local 
festival. No where in Singapore is 
Deepavali celebrated with more 
ceremony and festivity. I would like 
to take this opportunity to wish 
all Little India residents a Happy 
Diwali. As we rejoice during this 
glorious season, let us not forget 
the less fortunate among us. Let us 
hope that those still holding work 
permits will soon enjoy the rights 
and benefits of full citizenship. 
Majulah Singapura!

J. K. Ramachandran
Member of Parliament
Little India Constituency



Stop peeing in my 
neighbourhood!

Community happenings

LOCAL SIGNAGE: An example of a typical signage (above) as 
compared to what you will find in Little India (below)

Signs have been put up prominently on various 
walls to discourage residents from relieving 
themselves on walls and roadside drains. Instead 

of the usual signs in the form of plastic rectangles that 
are placed all around Singapore, the Town Council has 
decided to put up signage that is more sensitive to 
the environment. Hence most of the ‘No Urine’ signs 
have been tastefully spray-painted on walls around 
the neighborhood, expressing a reminder subtly while 
not spoiling the visual environment with obtrusive and 
artificial add-ons. 

Little India has achieved an incredible zero percent 
incidence in lift vandalism due to occupant urine, the 
lowest among all the housing estates. While this might 
be due to the fact that much of Little India’s built up 
area consists of shophouses that are not served by 
elevators, it is still an enviable record. However, the 
incidence of public urinating is something that we can 
all help to minimize. Let’s make Little India Our Best 
Home!

03



Upgrading 
to serve
YOU better 

Community happenings04

Our town council is hard at work giving a fresh look to the 
constituency. Walls with peeling paint have been left alone for far 
too long, giving us an eye sore. Signs too need to be spruced up and 
we are also constructing new facilities for all to enjoy...

A NEW LOOK: 
Even shops are 
getting into the 
act of renewing 
themselves with a 
fresh coat of paint



Community happenings

ONE DOWN: Two painters finishing up work on the first building

COMING UP: Foreman 
Mukund inspects the site 
where new housing is being 
built

COVER-UP: What the walls used 
to look like before the paint job

LIKE BRAND NEW: Two shophouses that have been given a fresh coat of paint
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colours  
deepavali

of

Community happenings

SHOPPING GALORE: Regardless of race, religion or age, everyone enjoys the shopping at the markets
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colours  
deepavali

Community happenings

CROWDS: Thousands throng to the streets of Little India to buy goods and produce in preparation for Deepavali

JAM: Cars caught in a 
traffic jam as Indians 
from all around 
Singapore come down 

BEAUTIFUL LIGHTS: The town council has 
decorated the streets of Little India with 
colourful lights to add an air of festivity

LIGHT UP 2007: As part of the town’s 
council celebrations, we will be having a 
light up session

SMILES ALL AROUND: Many residents are happy at how Deepavali brings an air of festivity 
to Little India

07



A square for 
all to have fun
Bangla Square, for those of 

us who remember, was the 
site of a historic strike in 

the early 00’s, which eventually 
resulted in the government 
modifying its policies towards 
Guest Workers. While most 
accounts refer to the strike as 
the ‘Blackout Riots’, based on a 
Singaporean Chinese Member of 
Parliament (Mr Justin Zhuang) 
saying that Little India looked 
like a ‘blackout’ on Sundays, it 
was largely a peaceful sit-in. The 
gathering of mostly Bangladeshi 

Guest Workers demanded that 
the MP apologise, and refused 
to return to their working 
quarters until Mr Zhuang issued a 
clarification on his remarks. 

The strike lasted a whole 
fortnight, and the then-residents 
of Little India offered food and 
support to the workers. Within the 
first week, the construction and 
shipyard industries had come to a 
standstill. Refuse collection and 
public cleaning activities were 
crippled, and Singapore was 
facing a health crisis as a result 
of the accumulation of waste 
products in overfilled rubbish 
bins and the streets. 

Finally, the government 
reached an agreement with 
the strikers. Mr Zhuang 
personally visited 

Bangla Square and as a token of 
contrition, placed garlands around 
their necks and touched their 
feet. He eventually resigned from 
Parliament a year later, unable to 
put the racist scandal behind him. 

Subsequent to his departure, 
the government enacted the 
‘Citizenship Amendment Act’, 
which paved the way for Guest 
Workers to claim full Singaporean 
citizenship. 

A THRIVING OASIS TODAY
Bangla Square today is an oasis in 
the middle of Little India, where 
the Bangladeshi community meets 
to mingle, exchange news and 
celebrate each time one of their 
members receives his Singapore 
identity card. 

An area near the square 
plays host to the Weekly Carom 
Tournament, a socially significant 
event in the community’s 
recreational calendar. Last year’s 
overall winner, Mr Muzaffar 
Ahmed, went on to represent 
Singapore in the Carom World 
Championship, held in Seoul, 
where he emerged champion. 

BUSTLING AREA: Residents from all walks of life come to Bangla Square to meet up with friends or just hang around

Bangla Square08



Bangla Square08 09

MEETING POINT: 
Bangla Square 
has become a 
natural meeting 
point for the 
Bangladeshis

ALL IN THE NAME OF FUN: Come nightfall, the carom tables come out and the search for the next carom world champion begins

Mr Muzaffar, along with two 
Indonesian badminton players, a 
PRC Chinese table tennis player, 
a Finnish weightlifter, a Burmese 
beach volleyball team and a 
Kenyan marathon runner were 
honoured by the Singapore Sports 
Council this year for bringing 
international medals back to 
Singapore shores. 

GOING FOR CHEAP: Many residents visit the square for the 
cheap phone cards to call back home





Market to get 
a facelift

Indian Market 1110

LOOKING FORWARD: Regular market-goers will be inconvenienced for a few months, but are all looking forward to the new market

Tekka Market, located in the heart of the ‘Indian 
Market’ is to undergo renovations over the next 
two months as it prepares to become one of 

Singapore’s most distinctive landmarks. 
The original design of Tekka Market was based on 

the functionalist, zero-aesthetic style of Singapore 
HDB public housing. Surrounded by shophouses, 
many residents complained that the building was 
an eyesore, and did not reflect on the rich culture of 
Little India. 

Since the beginning of the year, the Little India 
Town Council has held an open tender for the 
redesign of Tekka Market. The design firm Taj & 
Brothers was eventually chosen, based on their 
proposal of an airy market accented with Mughal 
architectural elements. A scale model is available for 
viewing at the Town Council headquarters at Belilios 
Road. 

In addition to a new design, the new Tekka Centre 
will also feature new food stalls that will serve 
Bangladeshi and African cuisine. Grocers will also 
sell indigenous staple foods such as dhal pulses, atta 
(whole wheat flour), yam, cassava, beans and millet. 

Production costs on the new Tekka Market were 
substantially reduced due to the offer of voluntary 
construction services by many of Little India’s 
residents. Little India is proud to be the only place in 
Singapore where the residents are involved directly in 
the Town Council’s municipal activities. In that sense, 
Tekka Market takes the term ‘community building’ to 
greater heights. 

WHAT A MESS: The current market layout is a poor 
representation of the beauty of Little India



African Quarters

A new 
home
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COMING UP: The new home for the African community at the end of Sam Leong Road

By the first quarter of next 
year, the new African 
Clubhouse will be completed 

at the end of Sam Leong Road. 
It will house the All-Africa 
Men’s Choir and a mini-museum 
showcasing the contributions 
of the African community in 
Singapore. 

Although a minority in Little 
India, the Africans have been one 
of the most colourful communities. 
They are musically talented and 
have an infectious sense of rhythm. 
Many of them are also great 
athletes. They are good dancers.

The Africans also share a strong 
friendship with the PRC Chinese, 
the other significant minority 
group in Little India. This might be 

due to the good relations between 
their countries of origin, namely 
China and the many countries in 
Africa (like Sudan). 

The Town Council is also 
looking at the possibility of 
constructing a Chinese Clubhouse 
in Little India. However, as funds 
are limited, we hope that the 
strong friendship between the 
Africans and Chinese will allow 
the latter to share the African 
Clubhouse space until a site can be 

found to accommodate a Chinese 
Clubhouse. 

Alternatively, the PRC Chinese 
can venture beyond Little India, 
where there are an estimated 
ten thousand temples, clan 
associations, schools, sports clubs, 
housing estates, community 
centres, institutions and 
organisations that cater to the 
Singaporean Chinese community. 

CLOSE FRIENDS: The Chinese and the Africans have historically shared a 
strong friendship
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Workshops12

englishcool:
Don’t get left behind

To promote good English, our Economic Committee 
launched “Englishcool”, a new initiative started up 
by to empower our residents for the new economy! 

With a rising influx of tourists coming to Little India, it is 
important for us to learn to speak good English so they 

can understand us! This is not meant to take over 
our beloved local languages, but an advantage 

that we all should have. Our well-equipped 
instructors will ensure you can speak in English 
in one week! 

To sign up, call our English learning centre at 
6578 9032 and look for Miss Sari.

HE’S LOVING IT: Even Bollywood actor Sharukhan speaks good English!

13



Join the neighbourhood bangla 
volunteer corps (NBVC)
With the recent rise in 

robbery and theft 
troubling residents, 

a volunteer security force for 
the community was formed. 
Twenty residents, headed by Mr 
Chodhury, volunteered to form the 
Neighborhood Bangla Volunteer 
Corps (NBVC) and began patrolling 
the streets last month.  

His neighbour, Mr Anshunan 
said: ““We want a safer 
community. Some of us have 
had bad experiences with theft 
simply because we carry all our 
loose cash around. As workers, 
we cannot afford to have bank 
accounts and ATM cards, and when 
we want to enjoy ourselves here, 
it is extremely infuriating when 
whatever little extra income we 
have earned is taken away from 
us.”

As a community, we should 

work together to get rid of these 
thugs who tarnish our image. After 
all, we are all of the same society; 
we want to send money back to 
our families in India. Forming 
NBVC will make it possible for us 
to create a safe environment for all 
who want to enjoy living here in 
little India.

NBVC CRITERIA:

• Resident of Little India
• Can commit 2 hours a day
• Only males should apply

CALL 1800-JOIN-NBVC  
TODAY TO SIGN UP!

KEEPING OUR STREETS SAFE: Mr Chodhury and Mr Anshuman spend their free time patrolling the streets of Little India

Community Initiatives

The team is looking to expand 
and will be conducting training 
workshops together with the 
police force in the coming months. 
Training will include spotting 
suspicious characters, a 101 
course on how to be sharp and 
continually on the alert, and even 
some wonderful self-defence 
tricks. An official NBVC badge will 
be give to all who successfully 
complete the three-month course. 

A SIGN OF SECURITY: All volunteers who 
complete the three-month long course will 
patrol the streets of Little India with this 
NBVC badge
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Advertisements

TO PLACE 
YOUR ADVERT 
HERE, CALL  
1800-MY-AD-
HERE
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Your 
grassroot 
leaders

Meet-the-people sessions 16

MR ABDULLAH
Bangla Square
Tel: 9442 1955

MISS GANDHI
Indian Square
Tel: 9442 1956

MR GEORGE WEAH
African Quarters
Tel: 9442 1957

MRS SONIA
Indian Square
Tel: 9442 1956

Emergency & useful numbers
Emergency Services
• Fire/Ambulance 
• Police
• Neighbourhood Bangla 
Volunteer Corps 
• Town Council Security 
• Town Council Cleaning
• Translation Service

Essential Numbers
• Maintenance Service
• TWC2 Helpline
• Humanitarian Organisation 
for Migration Economics 
(HOME)

Community Centres
• Bangla Square
• Indian Market
• African Quarters

995
999
1800-JOIN-BANGLA

1800-TOWN

1800-CLEAN

1800-SAY-WHAT

1800 - HELP

1800-888-1515
6341 5535

9442 1111
9442 2222
9442 3333
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