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Will You Be | So Close

Here, nine emerging talents attempt 
to reconcile their own definitions and 
boundaries of closeness. 

A closeness that spans the real and the 
metaphysical, the distant and the intimate.

How close do you want to be?

How close can you get?

Can you ever get too close?

These are but a few questions 
explored through paintings, drawings and 
installation; the very questions that govern 
our complex human relationships. The 
painful little differences between strangers 
and lovers, and the things left unsaid but 
which never leave our minds. 

Will You Be | So Close is an engaging 
showcase of how we struggle with desires 
of intimacy in our everyday connections 
with people, objects and spaces; a struggle 
fuelled by our basic human need to love and 
be loved, and the constant search for one’s 
place in the lives of others. 
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What makes us close? 
It could be the raw touch of your skin on mine.

Or the way I can tell just by looking into your eyes?
Or simply the moments we share,

that fade into memories.

Will You Be | So Close
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 OIL ON CANVAS
 MY SKY IS AT THE FAR END OF YOURS.

Annette
Heitmann

The art that I make is often contemplative 
and introspective and makes an effort to 
reveal and to conceal simultaneously. This 
process of making art never fails to teach me 
something new about who I am, what I do 
and where I belong.  

The men in this series of abstract 
portraits were selected to reflect upon 
my relationships with them The deeper 
comprehension of relationships that I seek 
thus allows for the physical and emotional 
void of the missing male figure in my life to 
be slowly, slowly, closed.
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 THE HEART HAS BUT ONE MOUTH
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Lee 
Shuxian

 OIL ON CANVAS

My paintings show the need for closeness 
of an intangible sort rather than physical 
proximities. They speak about the irony 
of closness — how we desire for love but 
withdraw once someone oversteps personal 
boundaries. They are about strangers who 
have become close, but discover greater 
differences and inadequacies in relating to 
each other once they get too close. 
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A distance to all things close,
A closeness to all things surreal...?

Our installation questions the concept 
of closeness and its familiarity by 
changing its relationship with its 
audiences with a playful touch. 

Using a fridge, a household item 
that is filled with famliar and personal 
treats to whom it belong, its contents  
are replaced with pink and polka-
dotted ones. This creates a conversation 
between the artwork and the audience 
whom are drawn by the “candy-floss” 
attraction yet repelled by its non-
function.

Lee Kai &
Siow Xingyu

 TICKLE ME PINK
MIXED MEDIA INSTALLATION
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 ACRYLIC ON CANVAS
 FAMILIARITY

Daniel
Lim 
Yu-Heng

My paintings seek to explore how the human figure 
is perceived and the suggestion of nuances. I am 
particularly interested in the male identity in our 
society.

I see the human figure in parts and not as a body 
because everyone is examined in parts and it is these 
many parts that make us who we are. The use of blue 
figures hint at a portrayal that is detached.

For this exhibition, I began by examining 
how close one can get to another because even in 
embrace, we are unsure of who the other is. Then 
I looked at the relation of closeness to memories. 
The idea of being close to someone is ironic because 
being close in proximity or close(d) up can mean 
entirely different things.
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Lee Kai &
Siow Xingyu

I painted this woman to come to 
terms with my role and position as 
a man, as an artist, as a son and as a 
lover.

I intend to organize 
objectification, love, desire and 
disgust in a way which offers a 
discourse in the nature of the human 
gaze — writ large in a single image of 
a life-sized nude.

Nigel
Heng

Teng Yi
OIL ON CANVAS

 THESE WOMEN I’D NEVER SLEEP WITH
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 A WOMAN’S CRIB

Veronica 
Neo

CHARCOAL, CHALK,  
WATERCOLOUR ON PAPER

Close — the touch and nearness of 
another. Since our birth, we long for 
intimacy in every way and through every 
stage of our lives. This triptych seeks to 
explore the progression of the varying 
intimate intensity in life. They feature two 
hands coming together in different ways to 
depict familiar affections and connections.

STATE OF THE MIND

Oh
Jiji

OIL ON CANVAS

Beautiful things are intelligent and with logic. They fill 
your soul and you are unaware of it’s bones that bring your 
soul and spirit together where you need no words to guide 
your thoughts nor you need to be persuaded. You lie there 
against it’s spirit, and rest, clueless to why its beautiful

Asleep, my world becomes smaller and I am more 
contained, happy and in control. How powerful are 
thoughts? The biggest lie cannot pierce through my skin 
but the smallest needle can make me bleed. I need matter, 
form, carbohydrate... Bigger, fatter, rounder...

Horrified! My soul is not to be accumulated fats or 
accidental fruit.
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Julienne
Tan

ILLUSTRATION ON PAPER
 FLESH AND BONE

“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called ‘woman,’
for she was taken out of man.”

I can tell my psychiatrist anything because she means nothing 
to me. I can tell the stranger on the help hotline my deepest 
shame. But I can’t tell you these things. We are too great in 
each other’s eyes for me to destroy it all with words. 

Maybe in our effort to get closer, we pushed words out of 
the way.
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